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REVIEWS 127 

The Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas. By Edward 
Westermarck. London : Macmillan & Co. In 2 vols. 
Vol. I, 1906. Pp. xxi+716. 

Westermarck and two of his associates at the University of Fin- 
land have already produced three very notable contributions to the 
history of early society. Indeed, I think it may be fairly said that 
Wallaschek's Primitive Music, Hirn's Origins of Art, and Wester- 
marck's History of Human Marriage are the best studies of primi- 
tive society yet produced in the particular lines which they represent. 
It would almost seem that the Finns, like the Germans after the bat- 
tle of Jena, have been stimulated by political misfortune to turn their 
attention to scholarship and to become great in the field of scientific 
research. 

Westermarck is certainly a model of scholarship in the thorough- 
going away in which he goes about the assembling of his materials, 
and the fairness and clearness with which he handles them. His 
earlier work on marriage represented an astonishing amount of 
study and dogged patience, together with a notable boldness and 
naivete in his generalizations. The present volume has all these char- 
acteristics and at the same time bids fair to be a sounder volume 
than its predecessor — if, indeed, it is safe to make any prediction 
on the basis of the first volume. For the subject of marriage is 
perhaps the most obscure and difficult which the student of early 
society has to handle, and Westermarck made some serious errors 
in this field. On the other hand, the history of moral ideas not only 
presents fewer difficulties, and consequently lends itself better to 
Westermarck's method, but I venture to think that the work of 
Westermarck's predecessors in this field — particularly Steinmetz' 
Ethnologische Studien zur Entzuickelung der ersten Strafe, and 
Nieboer's Slavery as an Industrial System — was sounder and more 
scholarly than the work of Westermarck's predecessors in the field 
of human marriage. 

Westermarck's great strength, however, consists in his ability 
to assemble materials, and if he has a weakness, it is on the psycho- 
logical side. We shall await with interest, therefore, the appearance 
of the second volume in which doubtless his general conclusions 
will appear, and the work will then be given a more extended notice. 

W. I. Thomas 



